THE REPORT OF THE STATE COMMISSION IN 
LUNACY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK TO 
THE MAYOR OF NEW YORK IN REFERENCE 
TO THE INQUIRY INTO THE CONDUCT AND 
MANAGEMENT OF THE NEW YORK CITY 
ASYLUMS. 

Dated Dec. 26, 1894. 

This is a very important report and one which has 
been looked for with interest by a great many. To the 
New York Herald all credit is due for the forcing of an 
investigation into the management of the city asylums. 
Our State Committee of Lunacy had visited officially 
these institutions and was cognizant as far as any one 
outside the city asylums of the condition of affairs prior 
to the Mayor’s request that a formal investigation be 
made. It is pertinent here to ask why they did not take 
up this matter before ? But we must note here that the 
thanks of the profession and public are due to the New 
York Herald for being pertinacious and in successfully 
obtaining a verdict against the conduct and management 
of the city asylums from our “ Commission.” It looked 
very doubtful at first, but as the investigation proceeded 
very plain facts made it impossible to those who inter¬ 
ested themselves in the matter not to see that a change 
far reaching and complete from one end to the other in 
the city’s asylums management ought to be made. 

The report excuses the physicians in charge. The 
justice or injustice in this is a question. The report 
criticises severely the conduct of all others in service, 
quality of food, accommodations, etc. Everything has 
been reviewed critically, except, as we have said, 
the medical officers. They stamp convincing disap¬ 
proval upon everything else but them 

But space does not permit us to criticise at length this 
important report in detail, and we will only refer to the 
conclusion of the Commission : 

“ As before stated, the conclusion of the Commission 
regarding the evils which halve been shown to exist in 
the New York city asylums is that they are largely, if not 
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wholly, attributable to the system under which these 
asylums are operated, and that, however feasible in 
theory, in practical operation this system has been a fail¬ 
ure, and fallen far short of the hope which has, from time 
to time, been entertained for it. As a system it has 
developed inherent difficulties and defects, which expe¬ 
rience has shown to be ineradicable, even under the 
ablest management, and which make its operation in all 
essential particulars practically impossible. 

“ Such being the case, the Commission would recom¬ 
mend that it be abolished, and that the policy of State 
care for the dependent insane of the city of New York be 
adopted at the earliest practicable date. It cannot be said 
that the present system of county care has not had a fair 
trial, and this, too, under exceptionally favorable condi¬ 
tions, as compared with any other instance of county care 
in the State, and yet it has failed to meet every reason¬ 
able or just expectation. If the system has been a failure 
from its inception, is it not reasonable to conclude that it 
is likely to be a failure for all time to come? 

“ Respecting the State hospitals, it is believed that 
most of them represent to-day all that is best in the pres¬ 
ent state of knowledge respecting the care and treatment 
of the insane, and that whatever other criticism may be 
passed upon them, it cannot be said that their inmates 
are not comfortably housed, properly fed, sufficiently clad, 
provided with sufficient attendance and given proper 
medical supervision and care. 

“ The principle of State care for the dependent insane 
represents the most intelligent and humane thought upon 
the subject at the present time, and it is to be hoped that 
the local authorities in the counties of New York and 
Kings, who are responsible for the matter, will not long 
hesitate in taking the necessary steps for the complete 
consummation of the policy by availing themselves of 
the opportunity extended to them in the State Care Act.” 

We are not assured of our city's insane being taken 
better care of by the State. 

The Commission, for instance, if they believe in 
their report, would allow the same medical officers to 
remain in power. No; this vast city ought to take care 
of its own paupers and insane. Separate the depart¬ 
ment of Charities from the department of Corrections, 
and both from politics. .. ‘ 

Arrange it so the public benefactor and philanthro¬ 
pist can aid with good works and money, and make it 
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feasible that physicians of merit can enter into the 
active work as visiting and consulting boards. Is it not 
logical that New York City contains amongst its medical 
fraternity and its citizens enough material of brains, 
money and honesty to help these poor unfortunates ? 

Is it guaranteed that our State Board would do it bet¬ 
ter ? Cannot our present Mayor aid us somewhat in this 
regard ? 

The last clause in the report will no doubt be inter¬ 
esting to many of our readers who are working to see our 
city insane asylums reorganized as hospitals, well 
equipped and doing scientific work. If we lose the city’s 
control over these institutions there will be no hope for 
any chance of utilizing this vast material for study. As 
we know, the entire material of the State asylums is lost 
to advance investigation. The neurologists and alienists 
of New York City must try and do something in this 
matter quickly. 



